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Hunting Monitoring 2015

Preliminary Report
Prepared by Anna Sandor, Project Coordinator

The first year of the systematic monitoring of the hunting pressure in the Batumi Bottleneck is slowly
coming to its end. The volunteers of the Hunting Monitoring Team have been observing the shooting
activity in Sakhalvasho, recording the number of shots heard and hunters seen, as well as the number
and species of the killed and injured birds. During the 43 days of observation until now we recorded 199
birds killed and 82 injured; the majority of the shot species were Honey Buzzards with 133 killed (67%)
and 62 injured (76%) individuals. On days with favourable shooting conditions up to 27 hunters were

present on the ridges above Makhinjauri.

We also visited four other shooting hot spots in the region, where the wings and feathers left by hunters
were counted and identified. We found the remains of 280 individuals, the majority of which were
Honey Buzzards (64%), Montagu’s Harriers (9%), Bee-eaters (6%), Eurasian Sparrowhawks (5%), and
Marsh Harriers (4%).

The Project

The Hunting Monitoring Project by SABUKO and Batumi Raptor Count aims to provide a better

estimation of the scale of illegal shooting of migratory raptors in a strictly non-confrontational manner.
The results of the monitoring will be used as a first step towards the understanding of the effect of the
shooting on the migratory populations, as well as for finding mutually acceptable ways to solve this

conservation conflict on the long run.

The project, conducted by Georgian and international volunteers, is funded by the OSME Conservation
and Research Fund, and supported by SWAROVSKI OPTIK. We would like to express our sincere

gratitude towards our sponsors and team members for their valuable help and contribution.
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